Introduction

This survey was conducted to establish the opinions of the Finnish people on Finnish foreign policy as well as on security and defence policy. The survey also includes questions on military alignment, the effect of membership in the European Union on Finland’s status and on their confidence in the future of the EU. Questions related to the European Union’s military cooperation and to Finland-NATO cooperation were also included in the survey. Citizens were also asked to give their opinions regarding threats Finland should prepare for, their feelings on how overall security will develop over the next five years and to convey their level of concern about the global political situation. In addition, citizens’ views on the root causes of terrorism were also polled. Altogether 26 questions were asked, of which 10 were new.

The survey was commissioned by Maanpuolustustiedotuksen suunnittelukunta, MTS (the Advisory Board for Defence Information, ABDI) and was conducted by Taloustutkimus Oy. The survey was carried out by interviewing 990 persons between 7-22.9.2005. The material was compiled by conducting computer-assisted (CAPI) personal interviews. The target group consisted of Finland’s population of 15 to 74 year-olds with the exception of the Åland Islands. The sample was formed by quota sampling, in which the target group’s quotas were the distribution of age, gender, region and municipality types. The interviews were conducted by 55 Taloustutkimus pollsters at 91 locations. The average error margin for the survey’s results is plus or minus two point five per cent (2.5) for a 95 % confidence level.

When analysing the results, it must be taken into account that the results gained from bigger parties are more reliable than those from the small parties, whose samples include numerically fewer of their supporters. The following question was asked in the survey: “What party would you vote for, should parliamentary elections be held now?” Of the polled, 73 per cent (727 persons) responded to this question whilst 27 per cent (263 persons) declined to do so.

The report consists of a text section as well as explanatory figures. The figures also show the years when specific ABDI’s questions have been posed. The ABDI’s Work Branch and Research Branch were responsible for drawing up the questions. The Research Branch compiled the report. This report, as the previous years’ survey reports, is available on the ABDI Internet page: www.defmin.fi - Frontpage > Legislation and Research > Developing Operations and Research Activities > The Advisory Board for Defence Information ABDI > Bulletins and Reports.
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The ABDI Research Branch 2003-2007

The European Union must have a UN mandate for military intervention
A question relating to the mandate of the European Union’s possible military intervention was asked for the first time, i.e. should an intervention only be based on the EU’s own decision or should the EU decision be supplemented by a UN mandate. Almost four fifths of the respondents, 77 per cent, think that in addition to the EU’s own decision, a European Union military intervention should also be mandated by the UN. Of women, 81 per cent are of this opinion and, of men, 73 per cent. Of Greens supporters 92 per cent think so, and 81 per cent of Centre Party, 77 of the National Coalition, 75 of the Social Democratic Party (SDP) and 72 per cent of Left Alliance supporters concur. 

A military intervention based only on the EU’s own decision is approved of by a little less than one fifth, 17 per cent, of those polled, 24 per cent of the men and 11 per cent of the women. Of National Coalition as well as Left Alliance supporters 21 per cent approve of an EU-only decision, 20 percent of SDP, 13 of Centre Party and 6 per cent of Greens supporters approval as well. (figure 1) 

An EU military intervention is considered appropriate in some situations

This year the citizens were asked for the first time whether the EU has the right to intervene militarily in a situation affecting a member state or a non-member of the EU. The respondents assessed each of the question’s multiple choices separately.

Four fifths of all respondents approve of a European Union military intervention when the intention is to guarantee humanitarian assistance (83 per cent) or prevent genocide (80 per cent). In such situations 13 and 16 per cent, respectively, oppose military intervention. Fewer than one half, 40 per cent, condone a military intervention to overthrow a dictatorship whilst 53 per cent oppose. A military intervention conducted by the EU to thwart a violent crisis or the threat of one is supported by 39 per cent and opposed by 55 per cent of the citizens. (figures 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6)
Citizens support Finland’s participation in the EU’s Rapid Reaction Force

Finland’s participation in the EU’s so-called Rapid Reaction Force is condoned by 72 per cent and opposed by 22 per cent of the citizens. Of women, 67 per cent support Finland’ s participation and 24 per cent oppose whilst 77 per cent of men approve and 21 per cent oppose.

Of National Coalition supporters 88 per cent approve of Finland’s participation, 73 of Centre Party, 72 of Greens, 69 of SDP and 49 per cent of Left Alliance supporters do. The respective numbers for opposing are 36 per cent for the Left Alliance supporters, 25 for Greens, 24 for SDP, 23 for Centre Party and 10 per cent for National Coalition supporters. This question was asked for the first time in this survey. (figure 7)
Crisis management and peacekeeping are suitable practices for the European Union

The majority of citizens, 63 per cent, think that the EU should stick to its present-style crisis management activities (59% in 2004). Of women, 66 per cent (62%) hold this view and, of men 59 per cent (55%); 72 per cent (73%) in the 25-34 year-old segment, 56 per cent (55%) in the 50-79 year-old segment, in the 15-24 year-old segment as well as in the 35-49 year-old segment 66 per cent (60% and 55%, respectively) think so. Of Greens supporters 73 per cent (75%) agree and 71 (56%) of Centre Party, 66 (58%) of Left Alliance, 61 (58%) of SDP and 56 per cent (54%) of National Coalition supporters think so.

One fourth of the citizens, 26 per cent, feel that the EU should establish a common defence (28% in 2004). One third, 32 per cent, of men think so while one fifth, 20 per cent, of women do. Of National Coalition supporters 38 per cent (34%) support the establishing of the EU’s common defence and 27 (33%) of SDP, 23 (20%) of Left Alliance, 20 (30%) of Centre Party and 18 per cent (19%) of Greens supporters agree.

Nine per cent of the citizens believe that the EU should entirely abstain from military activities (11% in 2004). (figures 8 and 9)
The majority of people are in favour of Finland’s military non-alignment

This year one half of the respondents (ca. 500 persons) were presented with a question that has been asked since 1996: “Do you think that Finland should remain militarily non-aligned or should Finland try to militarily ally itself?” The other half of the respondents were asked the question: ”In your view, should Finland seek NATO membership?”

Over one half of the citizens, 58 per cent, think that Finland must remain militarily non-aligned (61% in 2004). One third, 32 per cent, feel that Finland should militarily ally itself (34%). Nine per cent had no opinion (5%). From 1996 to 2005 the support for military non-alignment has varied from 79 to 58 per cent, whereas the support for military alignment has varied from 16-34 per cent.

Military non-alignment is supported by 61 per cent of women (60% in 2004) and 56 per cent (62%) of men. Nine per cent (7%) of women and six per cent (3%) of men had no opinion. In the 25-34 year-old segment neither option was supported by the majority; military non-alignment received 47 per cent support (59%) and military alignment 44 per cent (33%), respectively. Military non-alignment is supported by 62 per cent in the 15-24 year-old segment as well as in the 35-49 year-old segment (54% and 61%) and by 59 per cent (58%) in the 50-79 year-old segment.

Of National Coalition supporters 53 per cent are in favour of military alignment (52% in 2004) while 43 (34%) of Greens, 36 (30%) of Centre Party, 26 (34%) of SDP and 22 per cent (18%) of Left Alliance supporters agree. Military alignment is supported by 38 per cent (36%) of men and 27 per cent (33%) of women. Alignment receives the most support in the 25-34 year-old segment, 44 per cent (33%), and 34 (34%) in the 50-79 year-old segment, 27 (33%) in the 35-49 year-old segment and 26 (42%) in the 15-24 year-old segment support it. (figures 10 and 11)
A larger proportion of women than men are opposed to Finland’s NATO membership
Two thirds of the citizens, 63 per cent, think that Finland should not seek NATO membership. Of women, 65 per cent and, of men, 61 per cent think so. The 24-34 year-old segment is slightly more negative towards NATO membership, 68 per cent, while the other age segments average from 60 to 66 per cent.

NATO membership is opposed by 73 per cent of Greens supporters, 71 of Left Alliance, 68 of Centre Party, 65 of SDP and by less than half, 41 per cent, of National Coalition supporters.

Roughly one fourth, 28 per cent, support applying for NATO membership. Of men, 33 per cent and, of women, 22 per cent are in favour of membership. Of National Coalition supporters 53 per cent are in favour of NATO membership and 27 of SDP, 25 of Left Alliance, 24 of Centre Party and 16 per cent of Greens supporters concur.

When the answers to the questions regarding military alignment and applying for NATO membership were compared, it can be noted that one third, 32 per cent, of the citizens are in favour of military alignment. Seeking membership in NATO, however, is supported by roughly one fourth, 28 per cent, of the citizens. Military non-alignment is supported by 58 per cent whilst 63 per cent of the citizens oppose applying for NATO membership. (figure 12)
Finland-NATO Partnership cooperation is supported
Two thirds of the citizens, 67 per cent, are favourable towards Finland-NATO cooperation under the auspices of Partnership for Peace (70% in 2004). Of men, 75 per cent (73%) and, of women, 59 per cent (67%) have a favourable opinion. Of the various age groups the 15-24 year-old segment is the most critical towards it, 56 per cent have a favourable view whilst the other segments vary from 72-66 per cent, respectively. Of National Coalition supporters 80 per cent support the cooperation and 71 of Greens, 68 of Centre Party, 66 of SDP and 51 per cent of Left Alliance supporters think so.

One fifth of the citizens, 20 per cent (26% in 2004), are negatively disposed towards NATO Partnership for Peace cooperation. A negative view is held by 47 per cent (44%) of Left Alliance supporters, 23 (22%) of Greens, 21 (28%) of SDP, 16 (26%) of Centre Party and 12 per cent (13%) of National Coalition supporters. (figures 13 and 14)
Of the citizens, 56 per cent (59% in 2004) are favourable towards Finland’s participation in NATO-led crisis management operations, 60 per cent of men and 53 per cent of women. Of National Coalition supporters 74 per cent have a favourable view, and 62 of Centre Party, 55 of Greens, 53 of SDP and 41 per cent of Left Alliance supporters hold a positive view. Almost one third, 30 per cent (37%), of the citizens are negatively disposed towards this participation. The number of women and men holding a negative view is roughly the same, 30 and 31 per cent, respectively. Of Left Alliance supporters 51 per cent are negatively disposed whilst 33 of SDP, 32 of Greens, 26 of Centre Party and 17 per cent of National Coalition supporters hold a negative view. (figure 15)
The fact that the Defence Forces develop weaponry and command systems interoperable with NATO is supported by 59 per cent of the citizens (63% in 2004). Two thirds of men, 68 per cent, think so while one half of women, 50 per cent, agree. Of National Coalition supporters 82 per cent are favourably disposed and 62 of Centre Party, 57 of SDP, 50 of Greens and 33 per cent of Left Alliance supporters also hold a positive view.

This cooperation is negatively viewed by one fourth, 26 per cent, of the citizens (33% in 2004). People having no opinion represent 15 per cent (4%). A negative view is held by 31 per cent of women and by 22 per cent of men. Of Left Alliance supporters 55 per cent are negatively disposed whilst 35 of Greens, 30 of SDP, 23 of Centre Party and nine per cent of National Coalition supporters hold a negative view. (figures 16 and 17)
The Finnish Defence Forces can also have military tasks abroad

This year was the second time when a question relating to the Finnish Defence Forces’ military tasks was posed. Almost all Finns, 98 per cent, deem the defence of Finland’s territorial integrity as belonging to the military tasks of the Defence Forces (98% in 2004). 

Two thirds of the citizens, 66 per cent, also regard the defence of the EU as belonging to the Defence Forces’ military tasks (71% in 2004). Of National Coalition supporters 78 per cent hold this view, as do 68 of Centre Party, 65 of Greens, 63 of SDP and 49 per cent of Left Alliance supporters. Approximately one third, 31 per cent (29%), consider that the defence of the EU is not a military task of the Defence Forces. Of Left Alliance supporters one half, 51 per cent, think so, and 34 of SDP and Greens, 30 of Centre Party and 22 per cent of National Coalition supporters also disagree.

The majority of citizens, 54 per cent, feel that participation in repelling crises and threats in various parts of the world also belongs to the Finnish Defence Forces’ military tasks (55% in 2004). Women and men think alike. Of National Coalition supporters 65 per cent agree and 61 of Greens, 55 of Centre Party, 47 of SDP and 45 per cent of Left Alliance supporters concur. Less than one half, 44 per cent, of the citizens think that the prevention of crises and threats in various parts of the world is not a military task of the Defence Forces. Of Left Alliance supporters 56 per cent feel this way, 51 of SDP, 46 of Centre Party, 38 of Greens and 34 per cent of National Coalition supporters also feel this way. (figure 18)
Satisfaction in the present level of  defence appropriations has increased

Well over one half of the citizens, 59 per cent, believe that the present level of defence appropriations must be maintained (53% in 2004). An increase in appropriations is supported by almost one third, 31 per cent (38%), and a decrease by eight per cent (7%). Raising the level is supported by 38 per cent (43%) of men and 23 per cent of women (34%). In the 15-24 year-old segment 36 per cent (35%) are in favour of an increase, 31 (38%) in the 35-49 year-old segment, 29 (35%) in the 50-79 year-old segment as well as 27 per cent (41%) in the 25-34 year-old segment.

Of National Coalition supporters 39 per cent (48% in 2004) are in favour of increasing defence appropriations, wheres 31 (39%) of SDP, 27 (43%) of Centre Party, 24 (32%) of Left Alliance and 16 per cent (23%) of Greens supporters agree.

Of Greens supporters 17 per cent (16% in 2004) are in favour of decreasing defence appropriations while 15 (19%) of Left Alliance, nine (6%) of National Coalition, seven (4%) of SDP and five per cent (0%) of Centre Party supporters agree. This question has been posed since 1964. (figures 19, 20 and 21)
National defence factors should dictate the location of garrisons
For the very first time citizens were asked to provide their opinion on which factors the decisions regarding preserving or disbanding garrisons should primarily be based on. The respondents were requested to pick the two most important issues out of seven choices.

Almost two out of three, 72 per cent, deemed national defence considerations to be paramount when decisions are made with regard to preserving or disbanding garrisons, almost one half, 46 per cent, chose  military training needs and one third opted for considering different regions of Finland. Employment considerations were emphasized by 17 per cent of the citizens, public economy factors or regional policy motivated one in ten and the given location’s military tradion by four in one hundred. (figure 22)
General conscription is strongly supported
The majority of citizens, 78 per cent (77% in 2004), would retain the present general conscription in Finland, through which the largest possible proportion of each annual age group receive armed training. Of women, 79 per cent (79%) agree and, of men, 76 per cent (76). A selective reduction in the number of those receiving military training is supported by 13 per cent of the citizens (15%), 15 (16%) of men and 11 per cent (13%) of women. The 24-49 year-old segment supports a transfer to a selective system slightly more, 17-18 per cent, compared with the other segments, and in the other segments support for it varies from 9-11 per cent. A transfer to a fully professional military is supported by eight per cent (7%) of the population.

The present system is supported by 88 per cent (78% in 2004) of Centre Party supporters and 81 (82%) of SDP, 78 (78%) of National Coalition, 69 (66%) of Left Alliance as well as 69 (60%) of Greens supporters. A transfer to a more selective system is supported by 23 per cent (23% in 2004) of Greens supporters and 17 (22%) of Left Alliance, 15 (16%) of National Coalition, 12 (15%) of SDP and seven per cent (15%) of Centre Party supporters think so. From 2001 to 2005 the present system has been soundly supported. (figures 23 and 24) 

Many would even volunteer for conscript service
The following question was asked for the very first time: “Let us assume that conscript service was voluntary and applied equally to women and men. If you were of the age when you had to decide whether to volunteer for conscript service, what would you do? Would you enlist in conscript service or not?”

Well over one half of the citizens, 61 per cent, would volunteer for conscript service, 81 per cent of men and 40 per cent of women. More than one half of women, 57 per cent and a little less than a fifth of men, 17 per cent, would not enlist. The proportion of affirmative answers rises from 52 per cent to 64 per cent along with the respondent’s age segment.

Of Greens supporters 60 per cent would enlist in voluntary conscript service and 69 of Left Alliance, 78 of National Coalition, 81 of SDP and 88 per cent of Centre Party supporters would do so. (figure 25)
Finland is to be defended by military means under all conditions
Almost four fifths of the citizens, 77 per cent, felt that Finland must be defended by military means under all conditions even if the end result seemed uncertain (80% in 2004). This view is held by 87 per cent (86%) of men and 68 per cent (74%) of women. The difference between men and women is now the same, i.e. 19 percentage points, as it was in 2003. During the past ten years the difference between men and women has varied from 9 to 19 percentage points.

The view held by the supporters of the Greens deviates the most from the opinions of supporters of other political parties. A little more than one half of them, 57 per cent (69% in 2004) hold that Finland should be defended by military means under all conditions, 76 (76%) of Left Alliance, 80 (80%) of SDP, 81 (85%) of Centre Party, and 82 (87%) of National Coalition supporters agree. In the 25-34 year-old segment 70 per cent (78%) agree, 75 (78%) in the 35-49 year-old segment and in the 15-24 and 50-79 year-old segments 80 per cent (76% and 80%) think so. (figures 26 and 27)
The manner Finnish defence policy is conducted inspires confidence

The question: “In your opinion, how well or how badly has Finland’s defence policy been conducted?” was posed for the first time.

Almost four fifths, 77 per cent, think that defence policy has been well conducted in Finland. One fifth, 19 per cent, consider it to be poorly managed. Of National Coalition supporters 75 per cent consider defence policy to be well handled, and 75 of Left Alliance, 78 of Greens, 81 of Centre Party and 82 of SDP supporters also think so. Of National Coalition and Left Alliance supporters 24 per cent consider defence policy poorly managed while 19 of Greens, 17 of SDP and 16 per cent of Centre Party supporters hold a similar view. (figure 28)
Finnish foreign policy has been well conducted
Of the citizens 82 per cent consider Finland’s foreign policy to be well conducted and 11 per cent regard it to be poorly managed (84% and 14% in 2004). Both women and men as well as the different age segments think alike for the most part. Of SDP supporters 92 per cent (91%) consider foreign policy as being well conducted, and 87 (95%) of Greens, 86 (86%) of Centre Party, 82 (81%) of National Coalition and 78 per cent (89%) of Left Alliance supporters feel the same way. The question pertaining to the handling of Finland’s foreign policy has been posed since 1964. (figures 29 and 30)
People trust the way the European Union’s Foreign and Security Policy is conducted

Two thirds of the citizens, 65 per cent, consider the EU’s Foreign and Security Policy to be well conducted, whereas almost one third, 28 per cent, regard it as poorly managed (66% and 25% in 2003). In the youngest, 15-24 year-old, segment 75 per cent (67%) consider it to be well conducted. The other age segments’ support varies from 62 to 63 per cent (64-68%). Of Left Alliance supporters 56 per cent (65%) consider the EU’s Foreign and Security Policy as well conducted, and 66 (69%) of SDP, 67 of Centre Party and National Coalition (72% and 61%) and 76 (58%) per cent of Greens supporters think so.

The EU’s Foreign and Security Policy is regarded as poorly managed by 37 per cent (15%) of Left Alliance supporters, 31 (35%) of National Coalition, 28 (27%) of SDP, 24 (20%) of Centre Party and 22 per cent (38%) of Greens supporters. (figures 31 and 32)
Membership in the European Union has affected Finland’s status positively

For the first time the following question was posed: “Finland has been a member of the European Union for almost 11 years. What is your opinion of the significance of the membership on Finland’s status?” One half of the citizens, 50 per cent, deem that Finland’s membership in the European Union has had a positive impact on Finland’s status, whereas one fifth, 21 per cent, regard it as having had a negative impact. One fourth of the citizens, 25 per cent, are of the opinion that membership in the EU has had no effect whatsoever on Finland’s status.

Of men, 54 per cent and, of women, 47 per cent think that EU membership has had a positive impact. This view is supported by 59 per cent in the 15-24 year-old segment while the opinion in the other age segments varies from 47 to 50 per cent. More critical than others towards the EU membership’s effect on Finland‘s status were respondents representing the working class (42%), the less educated (44%) and lower income brackets (48%). In contrast, 63 per cent of those holding an academic degree feel that Finland’s EU membership has had a positive impact on Finland’s status. Of National Coalition supporters 62 per cent hold this view, and 60 of Greens, 55 of SDP, 49 of Centre Party and 32 per cent of Left Alliance supporters agree.

Of Left Alliance supporters 33 per cent feel that the EU membership has a negative effect on the status of our country and 22 of SDP, 19 of Centre Party and 12 per cent of Greens and National Coalition supporters feel this way too. Twenty-one per cent of women and roughly the same number of men, twenty per cent, are of this opinion. (figure 33)
People are confident about the future of the European Union

The following was a new question: “How confident are you about the future of the European Union? Has your confidence during the past few years increased, decreased or remained the same?” More than one half of the citizens, 53 per cent, consider their confidence in the future of the European Union as having remained at the same level, whereas 39 per cent regard their confidence in the future of the European Union as having diminished. A little less than one tenth of the citizens, eight per cent, view their confidence in the future of the European Union as having increased.

Of women, 55 per cent consider their confidence in the future of the European Union as having remained at the same level as well as do 51 per cent of men, respectively. In the 15-24 year-old segment 73 per cent think so while 57 in the 25-34 year-old segment, 49 in the 35-49 year-old segment and 46 per cent in the 50-79 year-old segment agree.

As many men as women, 39 and 38 per cent, regard their confidence in the future of the European Union as having diminished during the past few years. This view is held by 15 per cent in the youngest, 15-24 year-old segment, 40-44 per cent in the other age segments think so. Of Left Alliance supporters 51 per cent consider their confidence as having decreased and 38 of Centre Party, 37 of SDP and 36 per cent of Greens supporters agree.

Of Greens supporters 59 per cent consider their confidence in the future of the EU as having remained the same, as do 56 of Centre Party, 54 of SDP, 52 of National Coalition and 40 per cent of Left Alliance supporters. (figure 34)
Women view the future as becoming more insecure than men do

The number of people, 29 per cent, that consider the future of Finland and Finns as being more secure has returned to the 2003 level, whereas a year ago the corresponding number was 17 per cent. Twenty per cent of women (14% in 2004) and 37 per cent of men (20%) think this way. Confidence in a more secure future has increased the most among the ones over 50 years of age (31% in 2005, 16% in 2004) as well as those below 25 years of age (36% in 2005, 21% in 2004). One fourth of the citizens, 23 per cent, see no difference when compared to the present situation (40% in 2004); this number is at the level of the 2003 survey.

Almost one half of the citizens, 46 per cent, feel that Finland and Finns will live in a more insecure world during the next five years (42% in 2004). The number of people holding this view has increased in every other age segment except among the ones older than 50 years of age. The greatest change has taken place in the 25-34 year-old segment (54% in 2005, 41% in 2004) and in the 35-49 year-old segment (50% in 2005 and 45% in 2004). As for party affiliation, the clearest change can be observed among the supporters of the Left Alliance (52% in 2005, 31% in 2004), Greens (38% and 57%) and SDP (34% and 46%) supporters. (figures 35 and 36)
The activities of the European Union are perceived as increasing Finland’s security

In the opinion of the citizens, the factors presented in the survey that increase security the most were Finland’s participation in the establishment of the EU’s common defence (59%, 54% in 2004), the EU’s counter-terrorist activities (58%, 55% in 2004) and Finland’s membership in the EU (56%, 52% in 2004). Forty-three per cent (40%) of the citizens deem Finland’s military non-alignment as increasing Finland’s security, whereas 36 per cent consider it to have no effect (43%) and 15 per cent think that it decreases security (15%). Finland’s possible membership in NATO is seen as a security-inceasing factor by 36 per cent of the citizens (37%), whereas 31 per cent (34%) think it would decrease security. Deploying a Finnish unit to the EU’s Rapid Reaction Force is thought to increase security by 42 per cent (36%), whereas 18 per cent regard it as a security-decreasing factor. Thirty-eight per cent of  the citizens (37%) think that Finland’s intensifying international economic activities increases security. (figure 37)
Almost one half of Finns feel that the war against terrorism declared by the USA and Russia , 49 and 47 per cent, respectively, decreases Finland’s security (48% and 50% in 2004). Turkey’s potential membership in the EU is seen as a security-decreasing factor by 43 per cent (40%) of respondents. Neither Sweden’s military non-alignment nor possible alignment is regarded as having any impact on Finland’s security. These views are held by 67 and 54 per cent of the citizens (72% and 57% in 2004). One half of the citizens, 51 per cent, think that Estonia’s, Latvia’s and Lithuania’s membership in NATO has no effect whatsoever on Finland’s security (52%). (figure 38)
The political situation in the world worries people
More than two thirds of the citizens, 70 per cent, are very concerned or somewhat concerned about the present political situation in the world (68% in 2004). Seventy-two per cent of women (71%) and 68% (66%) of men have this opinion. Twenty-nine per cent (31%) of the citizens are only a little or not at all concerned about the political situation in the world.

As in 2004, substantial differences were found between the age groups. The percentage of those that are very or somewhat concerned about the world situation in the 15-24 year-old segment is 48 (61% in 2004), whereas the same number varies from 69 to 78 in the other age segments (58-75%). Correspondingly, 52 per cent of the below 25 year-old segment are only a little or not at all concerned about the political situation in the world (38%) and among the ones over 50 years of age 21 per cent feel so (26-30). (figures 39 and 40)

Terrorism, environmental issues and nuclear weapons cause the greatest concern

When comparing issues that cause the most concern now with those of the 2004 survey, the increase in concern about phenomena related to environmental issues and nuclear weapons is evident. 

International terrorism causes much or some concern for the future to 85 per cent of the citizens (86% in 2004), the state of the environment to 85 (79%), the use of the world’s natural resources to 85 (78%), nuclear weapons to 79 (80%), climate change to 77 (67%), the use of nuclear power in Russia in the production of energy to 76 (76%) and the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction to 72 per cent (78%) of the citizens. The employment situation in Finland causes concern to 65 per cent of the citizens (68%).

Factors causing only little or no concern at all are the use of nuclear power in Finland in the production of energy (58%,  59% in 2004) as well as the increase in the number of immigrants in Finland (53%, 56% in 2004).

One half of the citizens, 51 per cent, think that the direction of development in Russia causes much or some concern for the future (62% in 2004). Almost one half of the citizens, 48 per cent, experience the possibility of a terrorist strike in Finland as a factor causing much or some concern (54%), whereas the other half, 51 per cent, regard this as a factor causing only a little or no concern at all (46%). (figures 41 and 42)
Religious factors and poverty are seen as underlying issues behind terrorism
This year was the second time when a question related to the causes of terrorism was posed. The question listed 10 possible factors, in addition to which the respondents could name some other cause. Of the top two, the most often cited factor, 48 per cent (50% in 2004), was religion. The second most often cited factor, 41 per cent (38%), as the cause of terrorism was social inequality and poverty. One fourth of the citizens, 25 per cent (32%) chose the fight over natural resources, such as water and oil, as one of the top two causes. The subsequent top causes chosen were: intercultural contrasts, 22 per cent (19%), international political and ideological disputes, 19 per cent, nations’ internal political and ideological disputes, 15 per cent, and ethnic conflicts, 13 per cent (9%). (figure 43)
The military situation in Finland’s vicinity is perceived as being stable
Four fifths of the citizens, 80 per cent, regard the military situation in Finland’s vicinity to be similar or less threatening during the next decade as compared to the present (75% in 2004). Slightly under one fifth of the citizens, 17 per cent (24%), deem the situation more threatening, 21 per cent (29%) women and 14 per cent (18%) men. One fourth, 24 per cent, of the 35-49 year-old segment consider the situation as more threatening (28%), whereas the same number for the other age segments varies from 14 to 17 per cent (19-24%). (figures 44 and 45)
Military conflicts in Europe’s near environs are considered probable

As regards the probability of various types of military skirmishes, 53 per cent of the citizens consider an armed conflict in Europe’s near environs or a war that would have spill-over effects in Europe either as very probable or somewhat probable (48% in 2004), whereas 43 per cent deem these possibilities unlikely (50%). An internal armed conflict or civil war in some European nation is seen as very probable or somewhat probable by 36 per cent (36%) whilst 52 per cent (63%) view these as being unlikely. One fifth, 20 per cent (20%), consider a war between two European nations as very probable or somewhat probable, whereas 77 per cent (63%) regard it as unlikely. One fifth, 21 per cent (16%), regard a widespread, multi-continent war, which would also reach Europe, as very probable or somewhat probable and 77 per cent (63%) deem it unlikely. The question related to the probability of various types of military conflicts in the near future was posed for the second time. (figure 46)
Primarily, international crime, economic crisis and environmental disasters must be prepared for
A new question in the survey was posed in which respondents were asked to assess the threats against which Finland should primarily prepare for during the next ten years. The list included 11 different threats, out of which the respondent was asked to choose the three most likely ones.

When the percentage points for the most likely, second most likely and the third most likely threats are summed up, the increase in international crime rises to the top as the most probable threat (52%). It was followed by a deep, global crisis of an international order (41), an environmental disaster caused by the greenhouse effect (37%) and a regional crisis in Finland’s vicinity caused by societal problems or an environmental disaster (36%).

The following group of threats consists of a widespread exodus of refugees across Finland’s border (28%), an accident in a nuclear power plant in Finland or in its environs (27%) as well as intentional harm to information and communications systems aimed at paralysing the society (25%).

Threats which were regarded as less likely with regard to preparedness compared to the ones above were a terrorist strike against Finland (15%), an armed conflict in Finland’s vicinity (14%), Russia’s military action against Finland (9%) and an armed attack against Finland (8%). (figure 47)
ABDI: Research Branch 2003-2007

Chair:


Editor Jorma Hentilä

Vice-Chair:


Researcher Tom Lindahl

Members:


Member or Parliament Eero Akaan-Penttilä




Press Secretary Jari Haapiainen

Director of Provincial Rescue Services Markku Haranne




Member or Parliament Saara Karhu




Member or Parliament Aila Paloniemi

Experts:


Head of Unit Kimmo Lähdevirta




Director, Lt.Col. Risto Mäkelä




Docent Erkki Teikari




Director of Administration Auni-Marja Vilavaara




Researcher Unto Vesa

Secretariat:


Heli Santala, Secretary General




Irina Kupiainen, Assistant Secretary General

ABDI Chairs 2003-2007

Chair


Editor in Chief Lauri Kontro

Vice-Chairs:


Member of Parliament Reijo Laitinen




Member of Parliament Tuija Nurmi

PAGE  
1

