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Introduction

�e Department of Defense of the United States of America (U.S. DoD), the Ministry of Defence of the Republic of 
Finland, and the Ministry of Defence of the Kingdom of Sweden (MODs of Finland and Sweden) are deepening our 
respective bilateral defense relationships.  In 2014, Finland and Sweden initiated deepened bilateral defense cooperation 
that encompasses all branches of the Armed Forces and the Ministries of Defense.  Likewise, the U.S. DoD signed bilateral 
Statements of Intent with each of the MODs of Finland and Sweden in 2016.  �ese bilateral defense relationships are 
promoting security in the Baltic Sea region by reinforcing transatlantic linkages, strengthening stability in northern 
Europe, and building interoperability between the United States and two of its most capable and likeminded partners.  

�e U.S. DoD and the MODs of Finland and Sweden intend to build on this positive momentum.  Our countries have 
a shared interest in cooperating to support a stable and secure environment in the Baltic Sea region, in safeguarding the 
fundamental principles of international law, and in preserving the European security order.

Based on our respective bilateral Statements of Intent, the U.S. DoD and the MODs of Finland and Sweden intend to 
complement and reinforce our defense relationships by formalizing and enhancing our trilateral defense relationship.  

Aim

�e U.S. DoD and the MODs of Finland and Sweden intend to pursue an enhanced trilateral defense relationship.  
Expanded defense cooperation between the U.S. DoD and the MODs of Finland and Sweden strengthens our respective 
bilateral defense arrangements, as well as multilateral agreements and arrangements, such as those with the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO), Nordic Defense Cooperation (NORDEFCO), and the European Union (EU).

Objectives

We intend to complement existing e�orts and leverage existing structures and activities wherever possible to achieve the 
following objectives:

 •  Intensify our trilateral dialogue on defense policy; 
 •  Develop practical interoperability at the policy and the military levels;
 •  Expand our trilateral situational awareness in the Baltic Sea region;
 •  Strengthen our capabilities and posture;
 •  Improve our ability to conduct combined multinational operations;
 •  Coordinate our strategic communications; and
 •  Promote constructive linkages between NATO and the EU.

Means

To achieve those objectives, the U.S. DoD and the MODs of Finland and Sweden intend to conduct cooperative activities 
including, but not limited to:

 •  Regular trilateral meetings at all levels, including study groups;
 •  Exchanges of information at all levels;
 •  Increasing practical cooperation between our respective armed forces;
 •  Coordinated participation in training and exercises;
 •  Shaping exercise design to re�ect trilateral cooperation priorities where appropriate;
 •  Development of cooperation in multinational operations;
 •  Coordination of strategic communication concerning incidents and activities as appropriate; and
 •  �e enhancement of the EU-NATO strategic partnership.
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Status

�is Trilateral Statement of Intent is not a legally binding commitment between the United States, Finland, and Sweden 
under international or national law.

�is Trilateral Statement of Intent does not substitute for or invalidate any existing defense agreements, arrangements, or 
Memoranda of Understanding between the United States, Finland, and Sweden.

�e U.S. DoD and the MODs of Finland and Sweden intend to modify this Statement of Intent as defense cooperation 
develops.  �e implementation of this Statement of Intent is intended to be reviewed regularly.

    
    
   SIGNED at _____________________, this ________th day of May, 2018, in triplicate.

   FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF    FOR THE MINISTRY OF
   DEFENSE OF THE UNITED     DEFENCE OF THE REPUBLIC
   STATES OF AMERICA:      OF FINLAND:

   
   FOR THE MINISTRY OF
   DEFENCE OF THE KINGDOM
   OF SWEDEN:
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